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The Problem of Sin
Romans 5:12-21

Introduction:

I. The Problem of Sin is Affirmed – 5:12–14

A. The Existence of Sin – 5:12a

“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin,”

In Genesis 2, Eve was not created yet. God gave the command “not to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Apparently it was up to Adam to tell his wife, which he obviously did.

We see in Genesis 3 that Eve ate first, but Adam was the head of the race and represented the race. The human race did not fall until Adam ate.
	
B. The Effect of Sin – 5:12b

“and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.” (πάντες ἥμαρτον)

When Adam sinned, “All sinned” not “all have sinned” [KJV]. 

The entire race is seen as being in Adam, their natural head. The race was seminally and physically in (the loins of) Adam, the first man. 

Therefore, when Adam sinned, all mankind sinned! All sinned in Adam. A simple aorist tense looking at a point of action. Since all have come from Adam, we were in the loins of Adam when he sinned.

The writer to the Hebrews used that argument: “In the loins of” to prove that Jesus’ New Covenant Priesthood of Melchizedek was superior to the Old Covenant priesthood of Levi. (Hebrews 7)

In Hebrews 6:20, we read that Jesus has entered behind the veil as our High Priest – in the “Order of Melchizedek” forever.

1. Melchizedek blessed Abraham - v. 6
2. Levi was in the loins of Abraham when he met Melchizedek - vs. 9, 10 
3. So, Melchizedek blessed Levi also.
4. Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better - v. 7.

Conclusion: Melchizedek is greater than Levi.

My Point is: The entire human race sinned when Adam sinned. Therefore, we are not sinners because we sin. We sin because we are sinners.

But Paul is not finished with this subject. He has one more proof that the human race sinned in Adam when he sinned.

C. The Energy of Sin – 5:13–14

“(For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law.) Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.”

Did you ever read the genealogies of 	Genesis 5? They lived a long time. Methuselah 969 years. The last thing we read about Methuselah, “and He died” 

He was the oldest man who ever lived. Yet He died (before his father did.)

Sin was present in the time between Adam and Moses, (before the Law), but God does not charge men with sin where there is no law, but men still died. Why? They sinned in Adam.
	
II. The Problem of Sin is Analyzed – 5:15–21

Sin is the problem. It was introduced into the race by the first man, Adam.

What is the answer? A second man, Jesus Christ, The Son of God.

A. Its Solution in the Gift of God – 5:15-21

1. By one man’s Trespass – “many died” – 5:15 

“But the free gift is not like the offense. For if (since), by the one man’s offense, many died,”

The “if clause” is first class – assumed true – Translated “since”.

The Problem came as a result of The first Adam’s sin. And it passed on to everyone in the human race, for all sinned in Adam! One man’s grace – the gift of Grace to many.

“much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many.”

The second Adam brought the gift of grace – available to the same “many.” The “super- abounding” part points not to how many it reaches, but to what it accomplishes when it gets there. (See v. 16)

 2. One Adam Led to Judgment and Condemnation the Other to Justification – 5:16

“And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation,”

His whole human race was condemned.

“…but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in justification.”

It can be a gift because the debt has been paid by the second Adam, Jesus.

3. First Adam, Death Reigned – 5:17

“For since by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one,”

Through the first Adam death reigned. “You shall surely die.” And they did die, spiritually immediately; and physically eventually – (930 years later for Adam).
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“much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.)”

That reigning is possible here in this life and in the next life. Both depend on our obedience to His word.

4. One Trespass - Condemnation for All – 5:18

“Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation,”

 All men sinned in Adam. They didn’t have a choice in the matter. That is the way it is. But it does not have to stay that way -- God is holy!

One Righteous Act – Justification Offered to All

“even so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.”

God made it possible for man to escape from that condemnation -- God is love!

5. Disobedience of One – “many made sinners” – 5:19a
		
By one Man’s obedience – many will be made righteous 

“For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners,”

When the first Adam disobeyed, his whole posterity disobeyed (Rom. 5:12)

“so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.”

B. Its Solution in the Grace of God – 5:20–21

“Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more,”

“so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Conclusion:
